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TRIPLE SHEET,

an York, Thursday, March 26, 1874.

From our reports this morning the probabilities
are that the weather lo-day will be moderately
cool, cloudy, possibly with rain.

The possibility of a new issue of inconvertible
paper I regard with amazement and anxiety, and,
in my judgment, such an issue would be a delri-
ment and @ shame, —CHARLES SUMNER.

Tee War ™ Cuba.—Another battle has
taken place, near Puerto Principe, between
the Cubans and Spaniards. In the begin-
ning of the action the Cuban forces, under
General Maximo Gomez, séem to have had a
decided advantage, and the admitted difficulty
of General Buscones in fighting his way to the
soene of the batile indicates something very
like a victory for the patriots. One thing is
certain—that the Cubans are stronger and
more active than at any time since the begin-
ning of the war, and Spain must begin to see

that the struggle with the insurgent colonists |

is hopeless,

“] Say, when we recall the language of wise |
and prudent statesmen in those dark days of '

civil war, and contrast it with what is now
so openly gaid in favor of inflation, of in-
creased issues of paper money, we discern the
greatness of the change a few years have
wrought. It is significant of this change that
what was then almost universally regarded as
an evil has eome to be considered by many as
a great good, and what Mr. Sumner styled
the ‘medicine of the constitution’is used as
the daily bread of the people. The antidote
of the war has become the bane of our peace-
ful life.”" —A. A, Low, at the Cooper Institule
Meeting.

Tee Capscest Uiy ExrrostoN.—The en-
gineer of the tug Orescent City, which ex-
ploded on the Mississippi, can give mo cause
for the explosion, Investigation will probably
reveal what has so often been revealed in other
cases, that it was owing to a defective boiler.
We are afraid the much advertised Steambont
Board has not yet made life secure by driving
bad boilers from our rivers and harbors.

«“We Hras the predicted clamor for more
issues of lying promises from the government |
presses, If they are sanctioned by Congress,
and have the effect which they are intended to
Liave, they will revive speculation; they will
lead to another collapse of credit, another era
of commercial ruin and utter stagnation of
trade. 'This is simply repesting the lessons
of history, If this be not so the annals of the
world are a fable and experience s cheat."—
William Cullen Bryant.

Ax Hrinuss is always an object of interest,
especially when she is very young and very
pretty and her rights are assailed. Our re-
ports this morning make Miss Annette Adelia
MeKee, of McKee's Rocks, an interesting
heroine, ag she has just repulsed an attack
upon two millions of dollars, of which she is
tho lovely legatee.

*Taz Proxer ackion of Congress in avow-
ing as the gettled policy of the government
that no more currency of any kind not re-
deemable in eoin shall be issued will tend to
allay present anxiety, restore confidence and
give new life and prosperity to commerce and
the general business of the country,— Resolu-
fiona of the New York Merchants,
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“The M ‘V a new issue of mmﬂb&

“paper I regard with amazemend and+ anxiely
“and, in my judgment, such an issue would
“be a delrimeni and a shame.''—CHaniEs

SUMNER

The measureless gravity of the present situ-
ation seems lo be utterly lost upon our igno-
rant, infatusted representatives in Washington.
| For in that wild, unreasoning mob law spirit
| which has usurped the place of statesmanship
| und reason there is mo absurdity that is not
apt to be committed, no lie that may
not be voted truth. If anything could
inspire concern for republican institutions
it would be the course of the recent
debate on finance and the astonunding
vote in the House on Mondsy. Here is a
question affecting the security of all business,
the wholesome prosperity of the country, and
its credit in foreign lands. Yet it 18 discnssed
with the flippant indifference of dicers over
their games. We look back on the rolling
| waste of rhetoric called “‘debate” with amaze-
ment and sorrow. Where is that gravity
which statesmen should feel in » matier of
such mighty moment, that earnest inguiry
for truth, seeking the common welfare,
the careful study ot the lessons and prece-
dents of history? For if ever a debate de-
pended for its honest fruit upon the proce-
dents of history it was the debate on finance.
The annals of nations are full of
pregnant and wuomistakable lessons. They
shine out of the past like the
stars m the darkness of the night.
The practical wisdom of the ages as seen in
the creation of Venice, Frankfort, London—
the ripened and purified experience of cen-
turies, ripening and purifying with every gen-
eration, and creating monuments of wealth
and capital and credit that dominate even ar-
mies and statesmen—all were belore Congress
to illaminate and strengthen the debate, and
bring wisdom out of couunsel. Yet all has
been thrown away, publicly contemned and
despised by demagogues who represent the
ignorance of raw Western and Southern com-
munities ; despised and contemned because
they have not the energy to know the truth or
the courage to make it known.

If this was a poor, barren country, encom-
passed with the snow and desert like Russia’;
if it was the overhanging edge of a vast tropi-
cal forest, where nature had wusurped the
dominion of man and stifled eivilization in its
lnxuriant embrace like Brazil; if it was a
nation reeling into the later stages of imbe-
cility, indolence, misgovernment and sen-
suality like Turkey ; if, as a people, we were
struggling against centuries of misrale, in the
shape of poverty, brigandage, bankruptcy
and chronie eivil war, like Spain, we could
understand the temptation to these shameful

expedients. But we are a young,
earnest, self-reliant, aggressive nation,
proud of what we have done, of

what we mean to do, of the manifold
blessings Providence bas bestowed upon us.
‘We look back over one century of national life
and see that we have advanced from a sparse
and precarious colonial existence to be recog-
nized and feared among the great Powers of
the earth. All of this in one century, which
is to a people what a decade is in the years of
aman! What may we not expect, looking at
California, and the Mississippi, the great
lakes and the two seas, and the daily increas-
ing majesty of our imperial power? Uertainly,
if any nation had the strength, the will and
the high, unbending purpose to overcome the
financial misforianes of the war, it would be the
Republic of America, We have all the powerand
every encouragement to doso. Our misfortunes
only require for their everthrow the strenu-
ous effort of a united people. But we have had
misfortunes before more disastrous and bur-
densome. Like men we met them and like
men we struck them down. Now when we
are called upon by a sentiment of honor, akin
to that petriotism which nerved us through
the bloody penance of war, to redeem and
save our national credit, as we redeemed and
saved our national unity: we have a Congress
which deliberately votes that the nation is too
weak to be honest and too poor to protect its
credit.

For this is the meaning of the recent de-
bate, & confession of cowardice and inca-
pacity. On one side is the road to solvency,
l straight, difficult, narrow; on the other side
the inviting path to inflation and irredeem-

tions iu gold and other values, speculations and
“nnusnal chances to make money."” And so
tempting are these ‘‘chances’ that our Con-
gress cannot resist them. Many of our legis-
Iators have abundant and varied gifts. They
know (no one better than Mr. Morton, for
instance) that this cant about ‘‘cheap
money” and *'a poor West and South' and
ssrelieving the burdens of the people’’ has no
foundation in logic or common sense, They
yield to a diseased public sentiment, a senti-
ment tainted by gambling, like those foolish
statesmen of the South, who claimed to be
for the Union ond yet debased themselves
before slavery, men like Stephens and Hun-
ter and Breckinridge, who truly believed in
the Union and saw the wickedness of seces-
sion and its certain misery, and did not dare to
speak the truth. They paltered with the pub-
lic opinion of slavery as heir successors now
palter with the public opinion of gambling
adventurers and speculators. Instead of
| leading the people they followed them—
to war, disaster, universal misery.
| They are despised to-day by the very pecple
they vainly tried to serve, despised because
| they did not assert the first prerogative of
| leadership : telling the truth. Had these
men, Stephens and Hunter and Breck-
inridge, and those who agreed with them,
told the truth resolutely and without com-
premise, the war would have been virtually
ible. If their successors, men like
Morton and Kelley and Logan, were to tell
the truth now to the West and South, the
disaster that must come in the train of these
unfortunate and extraordinary measures
would be svoided, and we should arrive at
gpecie payments before the centenary of our
national independence.

We sny disaster, for what can come but |
disaster and what destiny can await the false
and cowardly prophets but what has always
befallen leaders who are not true and brave?
This inflation measare dishonors the econntry.
Instend of an honest effort to restore the
national carrency to a gold standard we con-
tinue to print new issues of irredeemable
poper. Instead of imitating the wisdom of
history, we cherish its follics, preferring the

able currency, with temptation and danger, |
with traps and pittalls, Black Fridays, fluctua- |

assignats of Robespierre to the gold and
silver of Napoleon. Rather than amend the
necessary but unfortunate war legisla-
tion about currency we give it new
life ; rather than build up our credit
in Europe we trifle with it, and are content to
be dishonored with Brazil and Bpain and
Turkey, instead of challenging the pre-emi-
nence of France and England. We admit to
other nations that, while we make any sac-
rifice to defend our empire and our flag, we
are indifferent to our fame. An example to na-
tions in our dealings with slavery and in our
generous amnesty after the war, we are the
sorrow and wonder of the world in our neglect
of the national credit. 8o, with our wealth,
our resources, our activity, our marvellous
triumphs in war, s well as in science and
industry and art; in the cities we have built,
the roads and canals we have completed, our
gold and silver and copper, our wheat and
cil and corn, our prosperity, our achieve-
ments and the generous freedom of our
institutions, we are a despised people. And it
becanse of the spirit that holds power in
Washington, and which now reigns over that
Babylon of demagogism, timidity and cant—
the House of Representatives,
From the House we appenl to the Senate!

Now is the time to see if we really have a
Senate, & high, intelligent, conservative
power of the State, intended by the consti-
tution for emergencies like the present, when
the sentiment of the country is blinded by
a tornado of ignorance and cupidity, For
this is only a tornado, after all, and there will
be clear sunshine to-morrow, and none will
koow better than the complying people
how absurd and irresolute their leaders
proved in the hour of peril. The Benate is
supposed to live in a more serene attmosphere

than the House—above the clouds and storms,

88 it were—competent to guide the people in

emergencies like these, because they are not

directly responsible to the people. Weappeal

then to the Benate, not with much hope, because

our advices from Washington lead wus to fear
that even ihat body bas passed beyond the

infiuence of reason. BSenators should remem-

ber that now comes the test to try whether

their Senate be current gold indeed; whether
in our Republic a Senate will realize the wishes

of the fathers; whether it is really an inde-
pendent, calm, intrepid power, with the
strength to do right in spite of the

clamor of to-day, confident of the joyous and
grateful enthusiasm of to-morrow. But
should the Senate fail, as seems probable,
and prove fo be merely a less noisy iragment
of a tumnltnous and unreasoning House, then

our last hope is in the President. If this in-
flation measure comes to the President he has
6 signally splendid opportunity to vindicate the
reliance of the past and win remewed confl-
dence in the future. He Las an opportunity

like that of Washington, when the Jay treaty

was proposed; like Jefferson, when Louisiana

was annexed; like Jacksom, when South

Carolina threatened nullification; like Lincoln,

when emancipation was proclaimed. Will

the President be equal o this responsibility?

He bas never yet failed when the emergency

came, not even during the panie, when mad-

ness and frenzy ruled the hour. He was then
as serene and resolute as during the dark days
of the Wilderness. Our hope now is that he
will be trne to this ocoagion and meet the
honest wishes of the people by vetoing all
schemes for inflation thus performing an act
of courageous patriotism worthy of the noblest
acts ot Washington, Jackson and Lincoln.

The possibility of a new issue of inconvertible
paper Iregard with amazement and anziely, and,
inmy judgment, such an issue would be a delri-
mend and a shame.—CHABLES SUMNER.

The Chamber of Commerce and the
Moicties Bystem.

The Chamber of Commerce of this city
urges definitely the sbolition of the system of
moieties in the collection of the customs
revenues and the repeal of the law of 1863
for the seiznre of the books and papers of
merchants, This action was urged and sup-
ported at the meeting held last night at Stein-
way Hall, which was largely attended by our
merchants of the best class. Without eon-
siderable exception they declare and seem to
prove that the law is iniquitous, oppressive
and inefficient as a revenue measurs, though
enormously effective in its bad inflnence on
commerce and in enriching unserupulouns
men. In the original constitution of this

country as accepted by the States it was
thought at the time of its acceptance
that it did not sufficiently limit the
powers of Congress in regard to

some vital points, one of which was the
seizure of papers, and to meet this objection
the fourth amendment was made, which rans
thus:—*The right of the people to be secure
in their persons, houses, papers and effects
against unreasonable scarches and seizures
shall not be violated; and no warrants shall
issue but wpon probable cause, supported by
oath or affirmation, and particularly deserib-
ing the place to be searched and the persons
or things to be seized.” Every word of this
cries out against the existence of such laws as
those under which Jayne has made himself so
outrageously famous in our mercantile history.
Mr. Choate, in his speech last night, declared
it would be impossible nnder onr State laws
to seize even a poor man's pig on such evi-
dence ns is deemed sufficient under this rev-
enue law to justify the seizure of the books of
the most upright merchants, and the making
out a case from the books on the ineonsisten-
cies or contradictions they may contain. The
Chamber of Commerce of this city and the
Boards of Trade in all the other great Atlantio
cities unite in demanding the repeal of the
law, and their demand should not be in vain.

“Ax IncEasE of so-called paper money by
our government at this time, with the
understanding that it is not to be redeemed
with coin when duly demanded, would pro«
duce alarm and consternation, imperil the
entire credit system throughout the land, and
enuge all pradent men to make future con-
tracts only in goldat the present standard of
| weight and fineness ; would be injurious and
| humilinting to the governmant itself, becaunse
it would lower its standard ut home and its
credit abroad."—Resolutions of the New York
Merchants.

“Every nation, without exception, that bas
ever issued debt, to serve as money, has re-
pudiated it, and has returned to specie pay-
ment through national baukruptey.” — Edward
Allcingone

The Clty m-mn I--uﬂlmﬂ
the Need of Investigation.

The people have very little intercst in the
personal controversy that is going on between
Mr. John Foley, on the one side, and Mayor
Havemeyer and Comptroller Green on the
other side. These individuals were only a
short time ago warm friends and allies, and,
no doubt, have their own reasons for falling
out; but the public has no relish either for
the balderdash of Mr. Foley or the indecent wit
of Mr. Havemoyer. At the same time neither
the one nor the other should be allowed to
divert the altention of the taxpayers from &
subject which is of vilal importance to them—
the question of the actual condition of the
city finances, and the capacity of those by
whom our finances are managed. The recent
tirade of Mr. Foley and a self-styled ‘‘reform
committee,” which appears to be in his service,
would bave received little notice but for the
signatures which were attached to it, and
many of these have since been withdrawn.
But Mayor Havemeyer, in his reply to the
Foley memorial, only succeeds in proving the
existenoe of gross incapacity in his own and
the Finance Department, and the necessity of
the very investigation he seeks to avoid.

The people have a right to expect and de-
mand truthfulness and exact correctness in
the officinl statements that are mods to them
of their financial condition.. No trickery or
deception cam be pmctised in a financial
exhibit for an honest purpose, and errors in
the figures of a financial department are un-
pardonable. In January last Mayor Have-
meyer, in his message to the Common Coun-
cil, put before the people of New York an
official financial statement, fornished by
Comptroller Greenm, in which a comparison
was made between the eity and county debt of
1871 and of 1878, in the following manner:—

10, Dec s,
LY 1873,
Assessment bond .. $11,594,600 $21,027,572
llf.-vuuua Dondn. nunupul—
................ . BHT00,200 1,472,547

mg v
I‘lu\'oulm l.lunclel, lpul'ml .....
Funded 4 vesesaseae as.no.ms lo'r.aos,uﬂ

Totalse....is.. - $116,700,858 $141,204,671

“It will thus be seen,’’ said the Mayor,
sthat the total increase of the debt from the
16th September, 1871, to January 1, 1874, was
$14,494, 712" The ntention was to make the
people believe that during Comptroller
Green's official term this was the utmost ex-
tent of the increase of the city and county
debt. The figures were deceptive and false,
The $22,766,200 for revenue bonds was not a
portion of the debt of 1871, because it was
paid by the taxes collected for 1871 and was
not paid by Mr. Green. The slatemant of the
total amount of debt on December 81, 1878,
was false. Instead of being $131,204,571, it
was $131,869,671. The statement of the
amount of revenue bonds outstanding Decem-
ber 81, 1871, was falee. Instead of being
$1,474,582, it was $10,449,979. Thus by art-
fully adding $22,766,200 to the debt of 1871
which did not belong there, and by under-
stating the total amounts of the debt and
of the outstanding revenue bonds as they ex-
isted December 31, 1873, Comptroller Green
and Mayor Havemeyer imposed upon the peo-
ple the false statement that the public debt
during Mr. Green's term of office had only
increased $14,404,712 in gross.

In his reply to John Foley Mayor Have-
meyer contradicts the figures of his January
Message and gives the following as the in-
crease of the debt under Mr. Green's financial

ersnansane

management: —
In the two yeay trom December 351,
1871, to Peceulber 31, 1574, the De-

uartmunt of Public Works Las re-

celved.. +§8,020,000 30
Toe DLpaerLul. ol l‘arks has recenrell. G, 8806, 500 00
The Department of Docks hus received, 1,08;,500 00
The Brovklyn bridge. . oB4, 00

The Board of mmauon, “for hulh.lm:n. 42,000 00
There has been pald lor opnnmg sireets
aud parks.. . 4,719,700 00

There has ur-en pum 1or the luma III au-
ticipation of toe omlacuun ol lueu

muils,. sesiaane . 1,952,100 00
For BSSCSEMENTS VACS
by the city ut 1,072,500 00

large..

For oid claims, chietly o mn, Dy reason
of 1usuMcient taxution of that year..
For lien on Lu: lor ramovlnz uln;erou.n

bulidiog..

Show!ng the total increase of debt,$30,200,645 63
From woich i8 to be ﬂedn ﬂﬂ the
amount ol bonds paid off.. saneens 1,607,785 92

Leaving total grosa increase of city
and county deot since 1871, ... ....§22,852,802 71

Although this statement gives the lie to the
January pretence that the debt had only in-
creased §14,494,712 during the time Mr.
(Gireen has been in office, it is still incorrect.
The true statement of the debt of the city and
county as it existed December 31, 1873, is as

follows : —
City—Payable from slnking fund.

8,043,344 80

sesssnsnnas

+ $20,608,070

FPayable irom taxatlon.... 44,015,079
Payabie from aaseumnum 21,927,372
Kevenue bonds. . 5,000,279
County debt.. sssansesanes 20, NA5 106G
wuuruenue BONAN s v rra T EE o 1,766,700
MOl cccsivaneansinnnisaisnansninens oo §L81,800,671

It will be seen that this amount is $665,000
more than the bogus statement put forth by
the Mayor and Comptroller in Junuary last,
and that the amount of revenue bonds out-
standing was $8,975,308 larger than pretended
in that singular financial exhibit. A com-
parison of this amount with the debt on
December 31, 1871, will show the in-
crease in two years, On December 2,
1873, Comptroller Green issued, in connec-
tion with his *“‘monthly statement of warrants
drawn against the cily and county treasury,’’
a “‘comparative statement of the city and
county debt as of the 1st of January and 30th
of November, 1872," which was published in
the Henarp of December b, 1872, and prob-

in the other city journals of the same
date. In that official statement the city and
county debt, as it existed on the last day of
PDesember, 1871, was set forth as follows: —
CITY AND COUNTY DEBT, DECEMBER 31, 1871

m‘ysbﬂs from taxation. . $35,180,002

able from sinki find, , 2,810,218
MPOTREY" e vuvnssnerass 14,044,000
o nann&l:mh:ud.l............ By4 T8, 100
ounk

4 le from taXatlon.. ......eeeeenns 20,280,800
Revenue LOnds......ovvveevinesnansss 500,000
SPOBR v d5 20 m b spaes Ana s aanbiisasnen §108,0601,708

t  “temporary’ debt, not in-
cluaed in 1573 statement.......... 14,044,000

Total gross debt December 81, 1871,  $94,007,708

Total Gebt December 31, 1873.. .. ... +.$151,860,571
Total debt December 31, 1871, o 93,007,708

Increase 10 tWO YOATS......veneeeas $98,961,603
It wo leave the ‘temporary’’ debt in the
statement of 1871 the increase is still
$20,317,863. But the item has no business
there, and the increase, as above stated, is
to bs the nearest correct by the fact
stated by the Mayor in his January Message,
that *$3,000,000 more is required in 1873 to
pay the interest on the city debt than was re-
quired in 1871." And $3,000,000 pays inter-
est ot seven per cent on nearly $43,000,000 of
debt.

The incrense of the debt in 1873 aver 16878

bas not been alluded to, but lhe following

table will show its amount: —

Dee, 51, 1871 Dee. 31, 1872, Dec, 81, 1878,

$00,007,708 ma.m 2 $151,800,571

Increase IN B2 OVer 1871......ccavreses $26.207, 521

Increase in 1573 over 1879, reseees 18,004,842
Increase In the two years............. $36,201,863

This is what is called in Mr. Green’s organs
the ‘‘pay as you go" policy. To be sure, wo
‘‘pay a8 we go," sinee the taxes to be collected
in 1874 are $16,000,000 higher than in 1871;
nevertheless, we increase our indebtedness at
the rate of mnearly $20,000,000 u year as well.
Our business men will discover {rom this that
an appeal for investigation is not inappro-
priate, and we will supply them hereatter with
other rensons why such an investigation
should be made,

The possibility of a new issue of inconvertible
paper I regard with amazement and anxiely, end,
in my judgment, suoh an issuewould be a detri-
ment and a shame.—CHARLES SUMNER.

“Ler rBosE who are only weak remember
the fate of the recreant men from the North
who voted for the Missouri Compromise; let
them remember how they passed suddenly into
infamy or obscurity. Let the knaves who know
the truth, but still to falsehood cling, remem-
ber that, from the day of the old Hebrew
prophet to the present moment, he who has
debased the standard of value, he who has
imposed false measures npon the people, has
met the fate of the infamous. This vole,
which indicates only ignerance in most, weuk-
neas in others, but absolute wrong intentin
many of those who passed it, may not be dis-
astrons. 'We must learn to

Hope, tlll hope ereates,
From il own wreek,
The thing It uont.ampmuu."

— Edward Allcinson.

The True

Jonrnaligt=Mr. Stanley's
Ashantes Triumph.
The English newspapers of the 12th inst

contain the Hzrarp special despatch for-
warded by Mr. Btanley to this journal, in
which our able correspondent gnve the terms
of the treaty of peace agreed upon between Bir
Garnet Wolseley and the humiliated King of
the Ashantees. As Mr, Stanley is one of the
most widely known men of the present day
we do not think it necessary to dwell at length
upon the fact that he anticipated the Epglish
government in forwarding the first intelligence
of the full of Magdala—a piece of news which
waa the signal for a national jubilee through-
cut England. Neither need we remind the
publicthat the honored corse now being borne
up the Bed Sea by the steamship Caleutta—
the remains of Livingstone—recalls one of the
boldest and most successful exploits recorded
in travel, adventure and journalism. But
beyond these triumphs Mr, Stanley remained
to be tried. And mnow, having accompanied
the second military expedition into a
malarial section of Africaas a Hzmap cor-
respondent, having for active and untiring
competitors some of the best journalists of
England, many of them in the secrets of the
headquarters, he telegraphs the terms of the
treaty of penecs, which the Times of London
and other English journals eagerly copy, and,
ns usual, bears off the substantisl journalistio
laurels of the war. If we pause to inquire
what quality it is in the maen that has brought
him renewed distinction, we can only answer,
it is because he is a complete journalist. Not
only did he go to Ashantee at the peril of his
life, following the siaff from the ses, a distance
of one hundred and thirty miles, to Coomassie
and send graphic letters descriptive of all the
operations, but he organized a separate cam-
paign, by which he wns the first captor of the
Lisbon telegraph station, whence he wired the
important news that all England was anxious
to learn. But Mr. Stanley is not alone among
Herarp correspondents who have justly
merited high literary repute and admiration
for courageons and chivalric qualities. Mr. T.
A. MacGahan, who was recenily received by
the American Geographical Bocicty, when
General Sherman joined him in a deseription
of the Caucasus and the land of the ancient
Oxus, completed one of the most remarkable
and perilous journeys in modern travel, being
present at the fall of Khiva, and subsequently
fighting in the bitter campaign between the
Tuarcomans and the Cossacks, Mr. Mac-
Gahan, like Mr. Stanley, was besieged by
enterprising publishers, who vied with each
other in their endeavors to print the story of
his adventures in Central Asin. It is now
about a year since a resolute journalist at-
tachad to this staff volunteered to visit Cuba,
go into the insurgent lines and discover if the
insurrection was a coreless fraud. All will
remember the romantic journey of Mr. James
J. O'Kelly ; how he went to Havana; then
boldly pushed for the insurgent camp, in defi-
ance of the Spanish authorities; his narrow
escape from death ; his visitto and interview
with Cespedes ; his arrest and incarceration at
Manzanillo, and then the revolting persecu-
tions to which he was subjected up to the mo-
ment of his release in Madrid. We rejoice to
learn that he, too, has written, in his dashing
style, a fascinating book, called the “Mambi
Land,” in which his adventures are related at
length. We need hardly mention Mr. Fox,
General F. F. Millen and other HEratp cor-
respondents to illustrate what we would con-
vey by these lines—that a true journalist
must be a thorough man of the world, one of
high culture, quick to learn, rendy to trans-
mit, having the military quality inborn, pos-
geaged of the literary faculty in the first de-
gree, and of that refined instinet which teaches
& man not to get killed if he can help it.

The possibility of a new issue of inconvertibie
paper I regard with amazement and anziely, and,
in my judgment, such an issue would be ¢ delri-
ment and a shame.-—~CaARLES BUMNER,

Tae Fize v Morr Haves, in which four per-
gons were burned to death, is a remarkable
example of police incompetence. With a
station house in the same block twenty-five
minutes elapsed before any assistance was
rendered by the Fire Department because
neither of the police sergeants knew how to
telegraph the alarm. In view of a disaster so
heartrending such incompetence is eriminal,
80 criminal that it is almost incredible.

“The whole secret of finance, the simple
mystery is this: Let the mnation keep its
promise ns it has the ability, and be true to
the dead and the living. This, and this alone,
will make the country

Good, great and Joyous, beantiful and free,
This is, sione, llte, joy, empire and victory.”
— Edward Alkinson.

Indignant Virtue at Albany.

The virtuous Assembly grew indignant yes.
terday over the assanlts upon their honesty,
which, it was alleged, had been made by some
New York journals in comsequence of their
action on rapid transit. Mr. Lincoln, who
was a member of  the Erie Committee of last
session, was especially rampant, and demanded
all sorts of investigations. He has, however,
a very casy way before him by which he can
escape all unpleasant suspicions without sub-
jecting himself to such hazards. He is from
Ontario county, and rapid transit is desired for
New York. The people of New York tell him
they want the control of the subject in which
they are interested to be placed in the hands of
o committee of New Yorkers, to be appointed
by & Governor who belongs to Mr. Lincoln's
political party. Mr. Lincoln's pretence that no
person has been before the committee to ask
for such a bill is all nonsense, and only in-
creases the suspicions entertaincd agalnst
him. The press of New York speaks for the
people and demands such a measure. Now,
why does Mr. Lincoln, of Ontario, oppose the
wishes of the people of New York and desire
to give their franchises away himself to
wealthy corporations? Does he suppose that
any person is foolish enough to believe that
he acts tor the good of New York when he
opposes & bill which the peopls of New York
nsk bim to pass and favors one which Mr.
Vanderbilt asks him to pass? How many
citizens of New York, except the parties in-
terested, bhave asked him to give franchises to
the Third Avenue Railroad and to Commo-
dore Vanderbilt ?

If Mr, Lincoln desires “‘investigation'' he
can have it. If very anxious to obtain the
information he may learn why his conduct in
the rapid transit matter is closely watched.
The wisest thing he can do is to cease bluster-
ing about honestyand make up his mind that
to act honestly is his best and safest policy.
The people ure not disposed to be triflad with
on a subject of such vital importance to their
interests, and the Legislature may s well
make up its mind that its action on the ques-
tion will be closely watched and fearlessly
criticised by the press.

Musical and Dramatic Charity.

The suffering poor of New York have found
warm friends on the stage. After numerous
performances given in their behalf during the
past fow months the musical and dramatio
professions unite this week in presenting two
colossal benefits for the same laudable pur-
pose. One takes place this afternoon, and is
multiform, being distributed among five of
the leading theatres, the attractions at each
b:ing of nnusual brilliancy. Buch a nolle
enterprise might be expected froma profession
which has always been associated with deeds
of charity. It is a worthy response to the
Iiberal spirit shown by Mr. Lester Wallack
and Mr, Augustin Daly in the matinée per-
formance given al the Academy of Music a
weoek ago for the same object, which realized
over six thousand dollars. The example thus
shown has borne good fruit, and is still pro-
1fic to an extent that cannot be over-
estimated. The musical profession is not
behindhand in the good work After
many concerts, which, although gotten up
in the best spirit, were limited in their sphere
of usefulness, the principal musical artists in
the city combine in one grand entertainment
to take placs at the Academy of Music on
Saturday night. Miss Clara Louise Kellogg,
the charming representative of English opera,
whilom a bright star on the Ilalian stage ;
Mme. Pauline Lucea, the favorite prima
donna of Berlin, London, St. Petersburg and
New York; the principal members of the
Strakosch Italian Opera Company, the Lieder-
kranz Bociety, Gilmore’s Band and many
other distinguished virfuosi, have voluntcered
their services for this charitable occasion. No
modern Pharisee, without incurring general
odium and contempt, will now dare to throw a
slur on o profession that thus nobly responds
to the call of the needy.

This extraordinary work in the cause of
charity, without parallel in the annals of
any European city, and which seems like
& wunanimous response to the suggestions
which the Hemarp long since made to the
theatrical managers, is thoroughly charac-
teristic of the American people, They are
essentinlly original in everytbing, and are in-
clined at all times to do business on the largest
possible scale. The spirit of our people in
peace or war is commensurate with the
greatness of the country. When the civil war
broke out the nation found itself without an
army ora navy—at least withoul anything
deserving of the name. Before eighteen
months were past we had a disciplined force
which in numbers and maléridd might have
passed unchallenged beneath the critical eye of
Napoleon, and a navy of iron-clads of such
formidable strength that England and other
European Powers set to work at once copying
after us, At that time we might have
claimed the sovereignty of the seas and no
other nation would have disputed the claim.
When this public takes hold of any great sub~
jectthere is generally a result that can only be
qualified by the term colossal. The disas-
trous effects of the financial panic in the fall
and the consequent stagnation of business
caused unusnal distress among the poor of
this city. When the HersLp gave the alarm
and explained the terrible condition of hun-
dreds of families the chameteristic energy of
the American people was at once displayed,
and the past winter's record of charity in
New York is the brightest page in her his-
tory. We cannot help experiencing a pardon-
nble gratification and pride in being the
means of thus awakening the noblest im-
pumafmpoplohnworkthat i8 blessed
alike on earth snd in heaven.

The of a new issue of inconvertible
paper I regard with amasemen! and anxiely, and,

in my judgment, such an issue would be a detrie

meni and a shame.— CEARLES SUMNER.

«Waat, THEN, is the remedy for our shats
tered proeperity ? It is simply & question of!
returning to honest work and economy, as be=
fore indicated; and yet the subject seems too.
vast and complex to be handled. No mam
has proposed a grand plan which commands
unity of public sentiment, and it may as welk
be understood that no man ever will do that.
Rome was not built in a day. We, too, must
lny the first foundation stone. If we cannok
ndvance in the right direction let us stop and
stand with face to the right.''—8, B. Chillene
dens




